
Welcome to the Year 12
Higher Education Launch

29th January 2026​

Mr W Jones
Assistant Head (Head of Sixth Form)



HE Part 1 
(Jan 2026)

• Higher Education Opportunities
• Research and Preparation

HE Part 2 
(Jun 2026)

• The Application Process
• The Gordon’s Timeline

HE Part 3 
(Jan 2027)

• Responding to Offers
• Student Finance / Clearing



 181 UCAS applications*
 3 confirmed Degree Apprenticeships
 2 confirmed US scholarships

Some students working towards
• Apprenticeships
• Study abroad
• Sport abroad
• Gap year / paid work

As of now in Year 13



This evening
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Meet the Team

  Mrs Fiona Hugill    Mr Thomas Deane Mr Will Jones Mrs Susannah Hughes        Mrs Grethel Hall

Sixth Form Administrator       Deputy Head of Sixth Form        Assistant Head Deputy Head of Sixth Form    Sixth Form Student 
       (Head of Sixth Form)      Services Manager



    Oxbridge Co-ordinator: Mrs Wright

Head of Careers: Mrs Augusta Kennedy

Medical/Dentistry/Veterinary careers co-ordinator: Meducators UK
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Employed

Paid a salary

Contract

Off the job 

Typically 1-6 years

600+ 
standards

Intermediate – degree 
level

Real responsibilities

Not the easy option

What are 
apprenticeships?



Intermediate 

Advanced 

Higher 

Degree

2

3

4,5,6 & 7

6 & 7 

5 GCSE passes at grade 
4-9 (A*-C) 

2 A Levels / Level 3 diploma / 
International Baccalaureate 

Foundation degree and above 

Bachelor’s or master’s degree

The levels of 
apprenticeships



Higher & Degree 
apprenticeships



University of Exeter

• Civil Engineering

• Finance Services (J.P. Morgan)

• Digital and Technology Solutions (IBM)

University of Birmingham

• Chartered Surveyor

University of Warwick

• BEng Applied Professional Engineering

• MSc Advanced Clinical Practice (Critical Care) (NHS)

• MSc Digital Technology Solutions

Degree 
Apprenticeships 
at Russell Group 

Universities



First Officer 
Pilot ParalegalDoctor Hairdresser

Quantity 
Surveyor

Early Years 
Practitioner

Chef

Aerospace 
Engineer Paramedic

Dietician Beauty 
Therapist

Business 
Admin

Range of 
apprenticeships



Which employers 
offer 

apprenticeships?



Logistics
IT & Cyber Security
Data Analytics 
Sales

Business Development
Marketing

Human Resources (HR)
Finance
Legal
Facilities Management
Security
Customer Service
Training & Development 

Look inside the 
company



How do you find 
apprenticeships

Search school website 
for resources and 

information: Gordon's 
School - Careers 

Education 
(gordons.school)

https://www.gordons.school/careers
https://www.gordons.school/careers
https://www.gordons.school/careers
https://www.gordons.school/careers
https://www.gordons.school/careers
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Be Apprenticeship 
Ready

https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/Higher-and-Degree-Listing-January-2026.pdf 
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NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP WEEK 
2026: 9TH – 13TH FEBRUARY

GORDON'S SCHOOL - CAREERS 
EDUCATION

CONTACT: 
AKENNEDY@GORDONS.SCHOOL

PREPARATION WORKSHOPS IN 
SUMMER TERM + APPRENTICESHIP 

CLINIC

FIND OUT MORE:

https://www.gordons.school/careers
https://www.gordons.school/careers
https://www.gordons.school/careers
https://www.gordons.school/careers
mailto:akennedy@gordons.school
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UCAS Vocabulary (FAQs)
UCAS
University and Colleges Admissions Services 

UCAS Points
A tariff used to convert A Level/BTEC grades into a point score

Russell Group
24 of the UK's most esteemed Universities

Oxbridge
Oxford and Cambridge University 

Personal Statement* 
An important part of the application process. It’s an opportunity to talk about yourself and your passions, outside of your 
grades.

Unifrog
The program students use in Year 12 to research different universities and courses



Entry Requirements
Universities make offers based on: 
• A Level grades A*- E
• BTEC grades D*- P
• UCAS points

Therefore, a university course might have the entry requirements of AAB, or 136 UCAS points. Mock 
examinations in April are a good indicator of realistic university destinations. 

A Level 
Grade

UCAS Points BTEC Grade UCAS Points EPQ UCAS Points

A* 56 Distinction* 56 A* 28

A 48 Distinction 48 A 24

B 40 Merit 32 B 20

C 32 Pass 16 C 16

D 24 D 12

E 16 E 8



‘Typical’ offer A*AA or AAA at A Level

Could be AAB with an EPQ (Grade A*- A)

The Russell Group 
Universities
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Mock examinations 

Friday 17th – Friday 24th April

Mock grades inform UCAS Predicted grades (school report WB 18th May)
• Evidence based – Key Assessments and mocks 
• Holistic
• Aspirational*

 
UCAS Predicted Grades are re-issued in September 2026 (Year 13)
• Study hard
• Key Assessment performance
• Honest post mock reflections 



UCAS Predicated Grades

• Evidence based – Key Assessments and mocks 
• Holistic
• Aspirational*

UCAS Predicted Grades are re-issued in September
• Study hard
• Key Assessment performance
• Honest post mock reflections 
• School report WB 29th September 2025

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/application-overview/predicted-
grades-what-you-need-know-entry-year#risks 
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Oxbridge
Mrs Wright

Oxbridge Co-Ordinator
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Oxbridge Process

• Early internal deadline for UCAS: Friday 11th September
• UCAS deadline: 15th October
• Admissions tests: October/early November
• Interviews: early December
• Offers: January
• All further details including guidance on test dates, registration and booking, 

and preparation for 2027-entry tests will be available from April 2026 via 
the UAT-UK website.

Please note: It is the responsibility of each applicant to check which test is required 
and to register as required online and to ensure the date is in the diary as it may 
fall in October half term.

https://esat-tmua.ac.uk/
https://esat-tmua.ac.uk/
https://esat-tmua.ac.uk/


Admissions Tests

CAMBRIDGE ADMISSIONS TESTS

Medicine - UCAT
Law – LNAT

ESAT (Engineering and Science 
Admissions Test)
TMUA (Test of Mathematics for 
University Admission)
College Admission Assessments

OXFORD ADMISSIONS TESTS
Medicine - UCAT

Law - LNAT

Biomedical Sciences - ESAT
Computer Science - TMUA
Computer Science and Philosophy - TMUA
Economics and Management – TARA (Test of Academic Reasoning for 
Admissions)
Engineering Science - ESAT
History and Economics - TARA
History and Politics - TARA (still tbc)
Human Sciences - TARA
Mathematics/Mathematics and Statistics - TMUA
Mathematics and Computer Science - TMUA
Mathematics and Philosophy - TMUA
Physics - ESAT
Physics and Philosophy - ESAT
Politics, Philosophy and Economics - TARA
Psychology (Experimental) - TARA
Psychology, Philosophy and Linguistics - TARA



Is it right for me?

• Excellent academic credentials: A/A*PGS across the 
board

• Wide range of further reading
• Passion, interest and love of subject
• Extensive work experience with evidence of reflection 

(medicine related courses)



The support we offer 

• Talks with Oxbridge undergraduates in Autumn term
• Weekly email updates on Oxbridge opportunities: study days, online talks, 

summer courses, competitions
• HE day: guidance on personal statement; how to prepare for interview with 

wider reading
• September: 1:1 session on statement & support with UCAS form
• Reference using guidance from Oxbridge tutors
• Support within departments on further reading and admissions test 

preparation
• November/December: interview practice



What are they looking for?

•Independence

•Intellectual curiosity

•Studiousness

•Love of subject

•Determination and willingness to work hard 
& under pressure

•A demonstrable scholarly instinct

•Flexibility of thought



Medicine, Veterinary and 
Dentistry

Mr Jones*
Assistant Head (Head of Sixth Form)

Miss Weeks 
Head of Academic Enrichment at Gordon’s School
Meducators UK



Support on offer

• P7 session dedicated to all aspects of application throughout 
year 12 and 13

• UCAT preparation starting in Spring of year 12
• Interview technique practice (multiple sessions)
• Personal statement sessions
• Personalised references
• Talks and MOOCs
• Support from Meducators UK as a South-East hub
• Teaching and led research into ethics and GMC pillars



The application timeline – Medicine, Dentistry & Veterinary

Year 12

• Work experience
• UCAT preparation
• Year 12 mock grades at A or B grade 

minimum
• Begin writing personal statement

Year 13

• Complete UCAT in summer holidays
• Finalise personal statement
• Applications sent
• Interviews

A strong application will 
have:
• Top grades
• Wider-reading
• Work experience (in 

both a medical and 
care setting)

• Impressive UCAT 
score

• Online courses
• Talks or lectures



University of Exeter
Dr Karl Devincenzi

&
Ashley Dozwa.
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UCAS and Unifrog: how students 
should prepare

Mrs Hughes
Deputy Head of Sixth Form
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Canadian universities

College/ Sixth Form

Oxbridge

Apprenticeships

European universities

Searching for
opportunities

US universities

UK universities

Exploring pathways

Activities

Interactions

Competencies

Recording what you’ve 
done

CV / Resumé

Personal Statement

Teacher References

Common App Essay

Drafting application 
materials

Post 16/18 Intentions

Applications list 

Making applications

Locker

Careers library

Know-how library

MOOC

Subjects library

The Unifrog tools

Asian universities

Special Opportunities

Done: 
Quizzes 
completed and 
explored the 
pathways

Doing:
Shortlisting 5 options 
using subjects and grades
Logging all achievements 
& activities

To do: 
Begin personal 
statement (Summer 
term)



Cover all bases



Is the institution right for you



Students are supported

January 2026 offers for cohort so far for Year 13:



'Students in the sixth form excel. Throughout the 
sixth form, students explore future career options 
and qualifications. This is reflected in the clarity 
with which students in Year 13 talk about their 
post-18 choices.'
Ofsted 2024

• 1 to 1 support from form tutors is integral 



Top tips from this year's cohort 

Start early 
(apprenticeships 

and UCAS 
research)

Keep open minded Use Unifrog

Attend open days Ask for help
Consider your 

strengths before 
applying

Make mocks count Importance of 
work experience



Summary of Next Steps
Mr Jones

Assistant Head (Head of Sixth Form)



29th January 2026 HE Launch: Spring = research using Unifrog

3rd March 2026 University of Surrey UK University & Apprenticeship Search

11 June 2026 HE evening (part 2)  

18th June 2026 Personal statement writing/CV workshop (Unifrog & UCAS)

Summer Holidays Y12 Work Experience

15th October 2026 Oxbridge, Medicine, Veterinary and Dentistry submission deadline

October 2026 All other students complete UCAS application

Oct/Nov 2026 onwards Applications sent off

Early applications = early offers 



          UCAS Parent Guide 2026



Any questions?

gordons_sixth_form 
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