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TIP 1. Set goals

• Setting clear goals and SMART targets will help set the 
tone for the next few months. 

• Write down the GCSE subjects you’re studying for and 
the grades you want to achieve. Underneath each 
subject, write out the list of topics you’ll need to 
understand as well as question formats, techniques 
and the marking criteria 

• Goal – Achieve a Grade 9 in English Literature

• SMART Target – Complete one 30 mark question essay 
for ‘MacBeth’ or ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ each week 
and ask my English teacher to mark this



TIP 2. Create a realistic revision timetable

Building a revision timetable will add structure to your 
studying and allow you to organise your time in the way 
that best suits you and your schedule. 

Saturday Sunday

9 – 10am Sport Free Time

10 – 11am Sport Geography

11 – 12pm Sport Chemistry

12 – 1pm Lunch Lunch

1 – 2pm English Lang History

2 – 3pm English Lit Maths

3 – 4pm Biology Free Time

4 – 5pm Maths Physics

5 – 6pm Free Time German

6 – 7pm Free Time Gym

7 – 8pm Free Time Gym



TIP 3. Understand your learning style

• There is not a one size fits all way to study as everyone works 
in different ways. Understanding your learning style and 
whether you’re a visual, auditory or kinaesthetic learner will 
make revision so much easier! 

• Once you know the method of learning that suits you best, 
simply tailor each study session by choosing more effective 
revision techniques that will make remembering and recalling 
information much easier.



Topic Mind Map Example 



TIP 4. Take regular breaks

• Studying for long periods of time can be 
counterproductive as the brain becomes 
tired and you can easily lose focus, 
meaning you’re not actually revising 
effectively. 

• Instead aim for 30-45 minute sessions 
with short breaks in between sessions. 

• This way you’ll have much more 
productive bursts of revision rather than 
trying to stay alert covering multiple 
subjects for hours on end.



TIP 5. Practice papers are 
your new best friend!

• Using GCSE practice papers 
help you become familiar with 
the exam format, question style 
and time restraints, so when it 
comes to the real thing you’ll 
already know what to expect.

• Completing old exam papers is 
also a good way to test your 
current knowledge and help 
you identify any areas you’re 
struggling with



TIP 6. Mix it up!

• Mixing up your study 
habits is a great way to 
stay motivated, inspired 
and keep your brain alert 
and active while revising 
for your GCSEs.

• Try alternative methods 
such as listening to a 
podcast, watching videos 
or documentaries, 
working in a group, 
creating revision posters 
or using different 
coloured paper for each 
set of revision notes.



English Revision Guidance



Maths Revision Guidance



Revision DON'Ts

• Don't wait until the Easter holidays – make 
a revision plan now showing what you need 
to do and when you will do it

• Don't revise with the TV on. Turn it off but 
listen to music if you find it helps

• Don’t get distracted by your phone 

• Don't forget to take a break 

• Don't forget to have a good night's sleep

Under Pressure? 
Remember to ask for help where necessary

Focus on yourself, not on what anyone else thinks or does!


