
Information Evening for New Parents

Welcome

Please take a seat 

The evening will start shortly with a welcome 
from the Head followed by a performance by 

the Concert Band



Our Aim
For our students to lead happy, fulfilled lives 

and be good citizens

Our education philosophy is…
…that this is best achieved when students…

Aim high and exceed expectations

Lead healthy lifestyles

Make a positive contribution to the lives of others 



Headline Results



GCSE Results
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A Level Results

School Record

Top 1% for 
progress
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Success…

• …is no accident… we are 
what we repeatedly do

• …good habits are vital

• As is adversity…

• …there is nothing heroic 
about effortless success or 
never making a mistake.

• Success takes character!



Developments



Nile Maths Block 2018



Sports Hall 2019



Inside



Location



Aerial View



Library refurbishment



Other developments 

• Year 7 residential House 2019

• Black box theatre 2020 (current gym)

• Dance studio 2020 (one of the current drama 
studios)











SATURDAY MORNING 
PERFORMING ARTS 

STUDENTS 
‘I’M IN LOVE WITH A 

MONSTER!’



Concert Band, 

8am weekly rehearsals



Choir  

Rehearsals 

Tuesday 

lunchtimes 



Show Choir & Dance Thursday Lunchtimes 



String Group Rehearsal, Thursday 8am



Godalming Music Festival 

March 2018

Outstanding Success!



Semper Fidelis Singers, Lunchtime Concert. St. Mary at Hill, London.





Our newly 
launched Jazz 
Ensemble with 
West End Musical 
Director, Steve 
Hill



Informal Concerts 





Salzburg Tour – Concert 

No. 2 



Mirabell Palace & Gardens – Concert Venue No. 3



Period 7 Pipes & Drums 



Pipes and Drums, Pass off Parade, 
Pirbright. July 2018



Whitehall - 2018



The Curriculum
Mr Reeve

Deputy Head (Curriculum)



Academic Team

• Mr C Lewis – Head of Key Stage 3

• Ms J Pierce – Assistant Head (Curriculum)

• Mr A Reeve –Deputy Head (Curriculum)

• Heads of Departments

• Ms V Phillips - SENDCo

• Mrs T McKenzie – Academic Performance 
Tutor



Reformed GCSE



Reformed GCSE – 9 to 1

• Grade 9 is beyond an A*

• Grade 5 is a strong pass

• Grade 4 is a standard pass



Reformed GCSE

• All subjects are now reformed meaning greater:

• Challenge

• Decision Making

• Critical Thinking

• GCSE’s are more challenging and prepare 
students more thoroughly for A Level and other 
pathways



A.C.E Lessons

What you should expect from all lessons at 
Gordon’s… 

• Assessment for Learning – the feedback loop

• Challenge

• Engagement



Pedagogy and Practice
Guiding principles

1. There is no one way to teach good and outstanding lessons, as long 
as students are engaged, challenged and know how to improve.

2. Happy children learn best.

3. Staff are teachers of children rather than subjects.

4. All teaching should develop in students the requisite knowledge, 
skills, attributes and behaviours (character) for them to achieve 
well across any discipline.

5. There are no shortcuts; hard work and the courage to make and 
learn from mistakes are the key ingredient in success.



New GCSE grading system

• 3 Flightpaths showing progression of attainment 
throughout Key Stage 3 and 4

• Students within every subject will still be targeted 
to reach grades in the top 10% nationally at the 
end of Year 11, with typically just over 50% of 
students doing so. 

• Linear

• Shallow

• Irregular 
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Shallow
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Irregular
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• High quality teaching and learning

• A committed teaching staff

• Regular ‘next steps’ advice in lessons

• Regular Assessments

• Half-termly (termly in Y7-9) reports home

• Quality Audits 

 Students’ books/ folders audited

 Lesson observations

 Listening to student voice

What to expect



Support from home

 Keep in touch with school

 It is better to have an open and constructive conversation 
with school earlier

 Check exercise books for quality of work and marking.

 Regularly discuss school and specific subjects. 

 Encourage prep attendance and discourage over-reliance 
on IT



Support from home

 Promote the importance of literacy. 

 Encourage 30 minutes of private reading each day

 Ensure that revision begins early

 Look over the wall from time to time and discuss GCSES / 
career aspirations including University and / or 
employment.



• There are no ‘short cuts’ in life

• Students who achieve great grades consistently over time:

- work hard (average effort grade below 2.0)

- have high attendance

- prioritise their studies

- stay for prep until 7.30pm

- spend the right amount of time on prep

- are resilient

From a student’s perspective



The Curriculum



The Curriculum

• Broad Curriculum in KS3 and KS4

• 6 lessons a day – 30 a week

• KS3 is an opportunity to discover new 
interests and enjoy a broad yet challenging 
curriculum

• KS4 – selecting 3 option choices



Year 7 Curriculum – 30 periods per week

English 4
Maths 4

Science 4
Languages 4
Technology 2
Geography 2

History 2
ICT 1
RE 1

Music 1
Art & Design 1

Drama 1
PSHE 1

Games 2



Homework

• Supervised Prep runs 6pm to 7.30pm (Mon – Thurs)

• Prep runs on Friday 6pm – 7pm

• Homework timetable is provided and communicated home

• Timings below refer to when prep is set, typically 2 subjects 
per day



Setting Philosophy
Fluid and Competitive

Maths

English

Science

Languages
For all set changes, parents will be informed via a letter 

home. 



MFL selection
Year 7

• Students initially put into sets based on language 
aptitude test.

• Students then complete a half term of each language

• February half term

- Students select their preferred language

• Setting, if necessary, based on 6 week performance

• Constant monitoring of student performance



Reporting home



Assessment, Recording & Reporting (ARR)

• Gordon’s ARR Philosophy

- Little & Often

- Conversation is better than written dialogue

- Teacher’s judgement is valued

• Three reports per year providing increasingly comprehensive 
information
– EG 

– EG & Progress Indicator

– EG, Progress Indicator & WG (-1 up to 9+)

• Pastoral comments included in the End of Year Report (Tutor, HoH & Personal 
Statement)



Effort Grades

1 = Outstanding

2 = Very Good

3 = Good but occasionally inconsistent

4 = Cause for concern

5 = Unacceptable
Typical Year Group Effort grade profile

• Top 25% = Below 1.5

• Middle 50% = 1.5 to 2.0

• Bottom 25% = Above 2.0 



Effort is king

• Bottom 20 Y11s for effort last year 

• Average effort grade 2.47

• Mostly Bs with some Cs

• Top 20 Y11s

• Average effort grade 1.3

• Mostly A*s and As



Reporting effort grades Inside back cover –
exercise books   

Teachers provide feedback via      or   



Reporting key skills – Next Steps

Teachers provide feedback via  #

Inside back cover – exercise books   



Example report



Key Dates

• Year 7 Parents’ Evening – Wednesday 8th May 
2019

• Year 8 Parents’ Evening – Wednesday 28th

November 2018

• First Progress Report sent home w/b 12th

November 2018



GCSE Options

More information in the Spring Term

Year 9 Parents’ & Options Evening

Thursday 24th January

Keep students’ minds focused on ‘now’



Pastoral
Mr Pavis – Deputy Head (Pastoral)



The School Day

p



 
Week’s schedule 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 7 
TUTOR Chapel Assembly TUTOR 

House 
Meeting 

Year 8 
TUTOR Chapel TUTOR Assembly 

House 
Meeting 

Year 9 
Assembly TUTOR Chapel TUTOR 

House 
Meeting  

Year 10 
TUTOR Assembly Chapel TUTOR 

House 
Meeting 

Year 11 
TUTOR 

House 
Meeting 

TUTOR Chapel Assembly  

Year 12 
Chapel 

House 
Meeting 

TUTOR TUTOR 
Individual 
Tutorials 

Year 13 Individual 
Tutorials 

House 
Meeting 

TUTOR TUTOR Chapel 

 



Pastoral Structure
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Parents

Tutor

Student

House



Diaries
(Green & Yellow)

• Prep (according to prep timetable)
• Teacher comments (+ or -)
• Honours Programme stamps

• Signed weekly by parents, or Houseparents in the 
case of Full Boarders

• Signed off weekly by House staff



Schoolcomms



E-safety

• School Network (datapoint & wifi)
 School Internet Filters
 School monitoring & alerts

• Home Network (router & wifi)
 Parental Controls / Settings

• Mobile Network (3G/4G & public networks)
 ourpact.com
 Connect on social media



Mobile Devices



Social Media of greatest concern



IT Developments



Psychoactive Substances (Drugs)

• Includes any substance used to cause a 
psychoactive effect

• Easily available through Snapchat and 
Instagram

• Easily obtainable in West End (County Lines)

• Commonly used by Y8-11 students at 
weekend parties – often in homes

• Drugs Testing at Gordon’s



Anti-Bullying

• Understanding Context

• Understanding Cause

• Understanding Conduct (Behaviour)

• Understanding Consequence



Safeguarding

• Policies on the School’s website

• Staff Code of Conduct to be sent to all parents 
on Wednesday 19th September

• Designated Safeguarding Lead – Mr Pavis

• Deputy DSLs – Mrs Forster, Mr King, Mrs 
Unsworth



Designated Safeguarding Leads

Mr R Pavis Mrs J UnsworthMrs S Forster Mr P King 



Enrichment



Parades & Blues

• September Parade

• October Harvest Parade

• November Remembrance Parade

• Whitehall (January)

• Guildford (January)

• February Parade

• March Parade

• June Patron’s Parade

• Annual (June)



• School representation

• P7 & Saturday Activities

• Friday Marching

• Parades

• Mental health & well-being



Good to Great Opportunities



Celebration
of

Effort



Level

RewardBehaviour

Verbal Praise
Helpful, attentive and polite

Good Comment or Stamp in 

Diary

Good contribution and effort

Postcard sent home

(HoD / HoH)
Excellent contribution and 

effort

Effort grade average in top 

25%

Commendation Letter

(Head)

Certificate / letter home

(Head)

Full page of Academic 

stamps (KS3)

6

1

2

3

4

5

Outstanding contribution to 

school life

Colours, Honours,

Annual Prizes



Level Years Involved Half Honours Full Honours 

Bronze 7 100 stamps Top 5 highest scorers  

Silver 8 & 9 100 stamps Top 5 highest scorers 

Gold 10 & 11 100 stamps Top 5 highest scorers  

Platinum 12 & 13 Top 20% per year* Top 10 in Y13 

 

Level Half Honours Full Honours  Annual Prize 

Bronze Badge  Stripe Top scorer 

Silver Badge  Tie + Stripe Top scorer per year 

Gold Badge  Tie + Stripe  Top scorer per year 

Platinum  Badge Certificate† Top scorer  

 

Awards

Recognition



Pupil Rewards page



Level

SanctionBehaviour

Verbal reprimand or 

warning

Talking / low-level 

disruption

Bad comment in diaryRepeated disruption

Sides
Repeated or increased

disruption

Department or School 

Detention

Immediate referral to the 

School Office

Continued disruption

Refusal to comply with any 

of the sanctions 6

1

2

3

4

5

Repeated or increased

disruption

Remove from room for 5 

minutes



Handbook



Peter Rigby

Chairman



• Association of Parent & Guardians
– Positive relationships with Staff & Parents

– Facilitate Social events for fund raising

• New Parents welcome
– Meet monthly

– Contribute as little as 1 hour a year!

• Support local business

– Supply, Sponsorship

• Information on events & Bid donations

• Raised over £100,000 in 5 years



• Key Events coming soon
– AGM (Oct 6th)

• Band Room

– Quiz Night (Nov 23rd)
• Rec

– Christmas Fair (Dec 1st)
• Parade Square, Rec, Dining Hall & Gym

– Whitehall, Gordon’s Supper January 2019

– Check our Newsletter for all event information

• Sign up for Gift Aid
– https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/GSPAGiftAidDeclaration/

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/GSPAGiftAidDeclaration/
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Thank You
See you in the dining hall for drinks

after a final word from Mr Moss



Balance

• Modern ideas Traditional values

• Challenge Support

• Academic Non-academic 

• Affability Intensity



You 
are 

here

Parade Square

Recreation Hall

Main 
Entrance

Dining Hall

Gym


