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What is covered in the Maths GCSE and how is it assessed?

Direct link

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
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What is covered in the Maths GCSE and how is it assessed?

Paper 1

Non-calculator

Paper 2

Calculator

Paper 3

Calculator

19th May 2020

80 marks

1 hour 30 minutes

4th June 2020

80 marks

1 hour 30 minutes

8th June 2020

80 marks

1 hour 30 minutes

The whole GCSE is determined by 240 marks across 4½ hours … 
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What is covered in the Maths GCSE and how is it assessed?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Foundation Tier

36 73 111 149 184

15% 30% 46% 62% 77%

Higher Tier

38 52 80 108 137 167 198

16% 22% 33% 45% 57% 70% 83%

Marks required out for 240 for grades in Summer 2019 … 
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How can students revise effectively for Maths?

Maths revision should involve both:

• Learning and recall of key information, e.g. formulae

• Purposeful practice of skills

It should be active and should take students out of their comfort 

zone!
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How can students revise effectively for Maths?

Revision strategy - Interleaving

Answer a set of questions on previously covered units of 

work or lessons. For example, 1 question from this week, 2 

questions from 2 weeks ago, 3 from 3 weeks ago and 4 

from 4 weeks ago. This could be adapted to months, rather 

than weeks, to increase the number of topics or units of 

work covered. 
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How can students revise effectively for Maths?

Revision strategy - Brain Dump / Retrieval Practice

1. Read through a section of your notes (or try this from memory, 

without pre-reading).

2. Cover you notes up and write down as much of the information as 

you can remember. 

3. Review what you have written. Using your notes and a different 

colour pen, correct any mistakes in what you have written and copy out 

what you did not remember.

4. Complete this process twice, with at least a two day gap. 
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How can students revise effectively for Maths?

Revision strategy - Flashcards

1. Produce a set of flash cards using one of, or a range of 

the following options:

2. Test yourself, or ask someone else (such as a parent, 

carer or friend) to test you, by looking at the front and 

thinking or writing what is on the back, or vice versa. 

Complete this process at least twice, with a one day gap 

between each test.

Front Back

Question Answer

Key term Definition

Statement True or false

Visual image Description
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How can students revise effectively for Maths?

Skills Practice – Corbett Maths (corbettmaths.com)
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How can students revise effectively for Maths?

Skills Practice – Maths Genie (mathsgenie.co.uk)
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Recommended items for GCSE Maths

Casio FX83 scientific calculator

Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 

revision guide and workbook
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How does Hegarty Maths work and what are the benefits?

How can students make sure they are revising the correct skills?


