
Welcome Year 8
Parents’ Information Evening

This slideshow will be emailed home after this presentation

Tonight’s aims are for you to leave with a better 
understanding of:

1. Introduction
2. Curriculum
3. Pastoral
4. Co-curricular
5. Rewards & Sanctions



Developments



Sports Hall 2020



Location



Aerial View



Sports Hub Fundraising

• Capital funding through The Gordon Foundation; the 
School is charged with fundraising for the new 
equipment required 

• All parents should have received a brochure towards 
the end of last term, outlining plans and how everyone 
can help us to raise our target £150k

• For the whole Gordon’s community to be involved; no 
contribution too small!



How to help?
Donations through the website or supporting specific events such as:

• Open Air Cinema tomorrow (£5 tickets online or at the gate)
• Current online auction of 2 tickets for this year’s Last Night of the 

BBC Proms (SchoolComms today)
• Gordon’s Dash / Fun Run on Sunday 6 October 
• Gordon’s Gastronomic 23 November 

Watch out for more information or contact the Gordon’s Development 
Team (development@gordons.school)

www.gordons.school/gordonssportshub

mailto:development@gordons.school
https://www.gordons.school/gordonssportshub


Other developments 

• Woolwich - Year 7 residential House 2019

• Library refurbishment 2020

• Minibuses



Woolwich House



New minibus fleet (8)



Headline Results



Y11 Headline Results
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The Curriculum
Mr Reeve

Deputy Head (Curriculum)



Academic Team

• Mr C Lewis – Head of Key Stage 3

• Ms J Pierce – Assistant Head (Curriculum)

• Mr A Reeve –Deputy Head (Curriculum)

• Ms V Phillips – Head of Learning Support

• Heads of Department 



Year 8 Curriculum – broad & balanced

English 4
Maths 4

Science 4
Languages 4
Technology 1
Geography 2

History 2
ICT 1
RE 1

Music 1
Art & Design 2

Drama 1
PSHE 1

Games 2



Subject and Academic Guide



New GCSE grading system

• 3 Flightpaths showing progression of attainment 
throughout Key Stage 3 and 4

• Students within every subject will still be targeted 
to reach grades in the top 10% nationally at the 
end of Year 11, with typically just over 50% of 
students doing so. 

• Linear

• Shallow

• Irregular 
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Irregular
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Shallow
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Pedagogy & Practice



Closing the Feedback Loop



Feedback at Gordon’s

How do I know?

What grade am I 

working at?

What are my 

next steps?



Thinking Ladder



Setting Philosophy
Fluid and Competitive

Maths

English

Science



Simplification to SPAG marking



Assessment, Recording & Reporting 
(ARR)

• Gordon’s ARR Philosophy
- Little & Often
- Conversation is better than written dialogue
- Teacher’s judgement is valued

• Three reports per year providing increasingly comprehensive 
information

– EG 
– EG & Progress Indicator
– EG, Progress Indicator & WG (-1 up to 9+)

• Pastoral comments included in the End of Year Report (Tutor, HoH & Personal Statement)



Fairer effort grade reporting

Five things that 
all students 
regardless of 
ability can do. 

Effort should 
not be based on 
attainment or 
an attainment 
gap



Effort Grades

1 = Outstanding

2 = Very Good

3 = Good but occasionally inconsistent

4 = Cause for concern

5 = Unacceptable
Typical Year Group Effort grade profile

• Top 25% = Below 1.5

• Middle 50% = 1.5 to 2.0

• Bottom 25% = Above 2.0 



Reporting key skills – Next Steps

Teachers provide feedback via  #



Academic Support
Mr Lewis

Head of Key Stage 3



Support from home

• Check exercise books for quality of work and marking.

• Regularly discuss school and specific subjects. 

• Ensure students stay for prep.

• If no prep, they can read



Support from home
Literacy

• SPaG 20% of assessment criteria in English (a percentage 
in all subjects)

• Problem-solving in Maths

• Often a limiting factor of student achievement

• Insist on 30 minutes private reading on most days

• Spelling Tests. Students use a dictionary to mark it

• Less time on social media!



• There are no ‘short cuts’ at Gordon’s

• Students who achieve great grades consistently over time:

- work hard (average effort grade below 2.0)

- have high attendance

- prioritise their studies

- stay for prep until 7.30pm

- spend time consolidating knowledge and practising skills

- never give up

A student’s commitment



Homework

- Supervised Prep runs 6pm to 7.30pm (Mon – Thurs)

- Prep runs on Friday 6pm – 7pm



Effort Grades

1 = Outstanding

2 = Very Good

3 = Good but occasionally inconsistent

4 = Cause for concern

5 = Unacceptable
Typical Year Group Effort grade profile

• Top 25% = Below 1.5

• Middle 50% = 1.5 to 2.0

• Bottom 25% = Above 2.0 



Effort is king

• Bottom 20 Y11s for effort last year 

• Average effort grade 2.47

• Mostly 6s with some 5s

• Top 20 Y11s

• Average effort grade 1.3

• Mostly 8s and 7s



Pastoral Care
Mr Pavis – Deputy Head (Pastoral)



Pastoral Team

• Mr R Pavis – Deputy Head (Pastoral)

• Mrs S Forster– Assistant Head (Pastoral)

• Miss A Hutchings– Assistant Head (Pastoral)

• Ms C Holmes – Assistant Head (Co-curricular)

• Mr D Cherry – Pastoral Mentor

• Heads of Houses 



Pastoral Structure
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IT Developments



E-safety

• School Network (wifi)
 School Internet Filters
 School monitoring & alerts

• Home Network (router & wifi)
 Parental Controls / Settings

• Mobile Network (3G/4G & public networks)
 ourpact.com
 Connect on social media



Mobile Devices



Social Media of greatest concern



Psychoactive Substances (Drugs)

• Includes any substance used to cause a 
psychoactive effect

• Easily available through Snapchat and 
Instagram

• Easily obtainable in West End (County Lines)

• Commonly used by Y8-11 students at 
weekend parties – often in homes

• Drugs Testing and dogs

• Ultimate sanction is permanent exclusion



Understanding Bullying

• Education

• Stage 1 Investigation

• Stage 2 Assessment

• Stage 3a Intervention

• Stage 3b Intervention



Safeguarding

• Policies on the School’s website

• Staff Code of Conduct to be sent to all parents 
on Wednesday 18th September

• Designated Safeguarding Lead – Mr Pavis

• Deputy DSLs – Mrs Forster, Mr King, Mrs 
Unsworth, Mr Sinclair



Registration

• Biometric Registration by 8.20am

• Backed up by lesson registrations 9.15am

• Checks between 9.35am – 10.00am

• 10.00am Text to parents

• Prep attendance notice



Co-curricular



Sports Kit



• School representation

• P7 & Saturday Activities

• Friday Marching

• Parades

• Mental health & well-being 
(NHS 5)



Mental health & Well-being

1. Get Active

2. Learn & Achieve

3. Give

4. Appreciate

5. Connect



Rewards & Sanctions



Level

SanctionBehaviour

Verbal reprimand
Talking / low-level 

disruption

Bad comment in diaryRepeated disruption

School Detention

Immediate referral to 

the School Office

Continued disruption

Refusal, repeated 

disruption or high-level 

offence

5

1

2

3

4

Repeated or increased 

disruption
Remove from room 

for 5 minutes

NB Mid-high level offences

Low level offences



Parents

Tutor

Student

House



School & Parents’  Charter
“We ask that staff and parents alike demonstrate the following 
courtesies when raising or resolving issues:

• Speak calmly using a non-raised voice;

• Do not use expletives or other inappropriate language;

• Do not make threats;

• Do not use sexist, homophobic, racist or other discriminatory terms 
or language;

• Do not make personal comments or inferences about the individual 
you are talking to.”

To be emailed home on Wednesday 18th September



Final word…

• …Mr Moss



Balance

• Modern ideas Traditional values

• Challenge Support

• Academic Non-academic 

• Affability Intensity



This slideshow will be emailed home after this presentation

head@gordons.school

rpavis@gordons.school

areeve@gordons.school

jpierce@gordons.school

clewis@gordons.school

vphillips@gordons.school

mailto:head@gordons.school
mailto:rpavis@gordons.school
mailto:areeve@gordons.school
mailto:jpierce@gordons.school
mailto:clewis@gordons.school
mailto:vphillips@gordons.school

