
Sport at Gordon’s School

Jamie Harrison 

Director of Sport

jharrison@gordons.school

mailto:jharrison@gordons.school


Sport Philosophy
• With increasing focus on mental well-being of young 

people, physical activity is highlighted as being a crucial 
component.

• Competitive sport is a also key component in building self-
esteem, confidence, school ethos and academic excellence. 
Therefore there will be an increasing number of school 
teams in different sports, enabling more students to 
represent the school competitively.

• Gordon’s Sports vision is to recognise and develop the 
potential of each student and team through engagement in 
sport and physical activities. We will look to compete at the 
highest possible level, whilst maximising participation and 
enjoyment for all students.



Games Afternoons

• Games afternoons run from 2:40pm – 4:50pm

• Year 7 and 8 = Thursday 

• Year 9 = Tuesday 

• Year 10 = Monday

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

Boys Rugby Football Cricket 
Athletics

Girls Hockey Netball Cricket 
Athletics



Period 7 and Training

• Period 7 runs from 3:55pm until 4:55pm each day. 

• When a year group has a games afternoon, Period 
7 is incorporated into this. 

• All team players are expected to do another Period 
7 in the major sport for that term. 

• There is a wide range of other sports and activities 
that students can participate in. 

• Period 7, along with Saturday school is never 
cancelled. 



Kit expectations

• Students are to wear Gordon’s School branded kit 
for all training sessions and matches. 

• Students who turn up in non-branded kit will not 
be allowed to play

• Students will be told prior to their fixture if they 
are travelling in uniform or sports kit. 

• Next year we will be moving kit suppliers to 
Canterbury. More information to follow.



Specific Focus at different Key Stages
KS3 - Learning to Play / Participate 
• Developing greater understanding of transferable skills between sports.
• Students enjoying their sport and representing the school, regardless of the final 

score. 

KS4 – Participating 
• Keeping students interested in sport and in representing the school.
• Training for performance with sessions focused on the individual’s needs, strengths 

and weaknesses.
• Developing an individual’s strength and conditioning to aid performance in KS5.  

KS5 – Performance
• For 1st and 2nd teams, results are the focus. 
• Teams will set specific goals, both process and outcomes. These will be agreed by 

the team and the coach.
• Individual Sport Plans (ISPs) 



Communication

• For any enquires or questions, or if your son 
or daughter is ill on the morning of the fixture, 
please email the coach directly. 

• All contact details are available from the 
school’s sport website. 



Communication

• Team sheets are paperless and will be published 
48 hours before the fixture.

• Please understand that fixtures do change up 
until the night before for various reasons. We 
endeavour to update the website as soon as we 
can.

• A Schoolcomms is sent every Friday afternoon 
with the most up to date information.

• All information for fixtures can be found on the 
school’s sport website.









Fixtures

• We have a very competitive fixture list with over 
25 teams representing Gordon’s School on a 
weekend, predominately on Saturday mornings. 

• This is to maximise participation and give every 
student the opportunity to represent the school. 

• If your son or daughter’s team does not have a 
fixture on a Saturday, they will still have a training 
session with their coach.



Representing the school

• Expectations & Commitment for All

• Commitment should be to the school first, 
ahead of local clubs or other activities. This 
includes a commitment to training / 
preparation / rehearsal sessions on specified 
days for P7, including Saturday and being 
available to represent the school as and when 
required. 



Sport Psychology

• Sports Psychology:

• Students will also receive a termly nutrition 
lecture during a games afternoon. 

These lectures 
will take place 
at the start of 
their games 
afternoons.



Pastoral Care
Mr Pavis – Deputy Head (Pastoral)



Pastoral Team

• Mr R Pavis – Deputy Head (Pastoral)

• Mrs S Forster– Assistant Head (Pastoral)

• Miss A Hutchings– Assistant Head (Pastoral)

• Ms C Holmes – Assistant Head (Co-curricular)

• Mr D Cherry – Pastoral Mentor

• Heads of Houses 



Parent section of the website



Diaries
(Green & Yellow)

• Prep (according to prep timetable)
• Teacher comments (+ or -)
• Honours Programme Stamps – Full Pages

• Signed weekly by parents, or Houseparents in the 
case of Full Boarders

• Signed off weekly by House staff



Schoolcomms
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The School Day

p



Week’s schedule

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Year 7
FORM Chapel Assembly FORM

House

Meeting

Year 8
FORM FORM Chapel Assembly

House

Meeting

Year 9
Assembly FORM Chapel FORM

House

Meeting

Year 10
FORM Assembly FORM Chapel

House

Meeting

Year 11
FORM

House

Meeting
FORM Chapel Assembly

Year 12
Chapel

House

Meeting
FORM FORM Individual Tutorials

Year 13 Individual 

Tutorials

House

Meeting
FORM FORM Chapel



IT Developments



E-safety

• School Network (wifi)
 School Internet Filters
 School monitoring & alerts

• Home Network (router & wifi)
 Parental Controls / Settings

• Mobile Network (3G/4G & public networks)
 ourpact.com
 Connect on social media



Mobile Devices



Social Media of greatest concern



Mobile Phone Etiquette

KS3 Students
• KS3 students must not have phones in school at any time - they 

must be handed in to Houses at the start of the day.
• Residential students may have their phones at 7.30pm until roll-call 

each evening.
• KS3 students must keep phones in bags and out of sight during 

Saturday morning school, but may use them when travelling to and 
from their fixture or event.

• KS3 students must not take their phones on school visits or fixtures 
during the week, nor on some weekend or residential trips.

• Students in breach of any of the above will have their phones 
confiscated by the Deputy Head (Pastoral) and will only be returned 
to parents at a mutually convenient time.



Mobile Phone Etiquette

KS4 & 5 Students

• No mobile phones visible or to be used in the Dining Hall, Chapel, Rec or between 
lessons.

• Students may only use phones in lessons, P7 or Saturday school with the teacher's 
permission

• Students may use phones before 8.15am, break time, lunchtime and tea time, but 
must not use their phone whilst walking.

• Mobiles must be out of sight (e.g. not in top blazer pockets) unless being used 
during free time as above.

• Mobiles must be on silent at all times.

• Students must not video, record or photograph another person without that 
person's permission.

• Students may use mobiles to listen to music in prep.

• Students are responsible for their phone at all times.

• Students in breach of this etiquette may lose the privilege of having a phone in 
school.



Psychoactive Substances (Drugs)

• Includes any substance used to cause a 
psychoactive effect

• Easily available through Snapchat and 
Instagram

• Easily obtainable in West End (County Lines)

• Commonly used by Y8-11 students at 
weekend parties – often in homes

• Drugs Testing and dogs

• Ultimate sanction is permanent exclusion



Understanding Bullying

• Education

• Stage 1 Investigation

• Stage 2 Assessment

• Stage 3a Intervention

• Stage 3b Intervention



Safeguarding

• Policies on the School’s website

• Staff Code of Conduct to be sent to all parents 
on Wednesday 18th September

• Designated Safeguarding Lead – Mr Pavis

• Deputy DSLs – Mrs Forster, Mr King, Mrs 
Unsworth, Mr Sinclair



Designated Safeguarding Lead
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Registration

• Biometric Registration by 8.20am

• Backed up by lesson registrations 9.15am

• Checks between 9.35am – 10.00am

• 10.00am Text to parents

• Prep attendance notice



Co-curricular



• School representation

• P7 & Saturday Activities

• Friday Marching

• Parades

• Mental health & well-being 
(NHS 5)



Mental health & Well-being

1. Get Active

2. Learn & Achieve

3. Give

4. Appreciate

5. Connect



Parades & Blues

• September Parade

• October Harvest Parade

• November Remembrance Parade

• Whitehall (January)

• Guildford (January)

• February Parade

• March Parade

• June Patron’s Parade

• Annual (June)



Rewards & Sanctions



Level

SanctionBehaviour

Verbal reprimand
Talking / low-level 

disruption

Bad comment in diaryRepeated disruption

School Detention

Immediate referral to 

the School Office

Continued disruption

Refusal, repeated 

disruption or high-level 

offence

5

1

2

3

4

Repeated or increased 

disruption
Remove from room 

for 5 minutes

NB Mid-high level offences

Low level offences



Parents

Tutor

Student

House



School & Parents’  Charter
“We ask that staff and parents alike demonstrate the following 
courtesies when raising or resolving issues:

• Speak calmly using a non-raised voice;

• Do not use expletives or other inappropriate language;

• Do not make threats;

• Do not use sexist, homophobic, racist or other discriminatory terms 
or language;

• Do not make personal comments or inferences about the individual 
you are talking to.”

To be emailed home on Wednesday 18th September



The Curriculum
Mr Reeve

Deputy Head (Curriculum)



Academic Team

• Mr C Lewis – Head of Key Stage 3

• Ms J Pierce – Assistant Head (Curriculum)

• Mr A Reeve –Deputy Head (Curriculum)

• Heads of Departments

• Ms V Phillips - SENDCo

• Mrs T McKenzie – Academic Performance 
Tutor



The Curriculum

• Broad Curriculum in KS3 and KS4

• 6 lessons a day – 30 a week

• KS3 is an opportunity to discover new 
interests and enjoy a broad yet challenging 
curriculum

• KS4 – selecting 3 option choices



Year 7 Curriculum – 30 periods per week

English 4
Maths 4

Science 4
Languages 4
Technology 2
Geography 2

History 2
ICT 1
RE 1

Music 1
Art & Design 1

Drama 1
PSHE 1

Games 2



Homework

• Supervised Prep runs 5.45pm -6.45pm (Mon – Thurs)

• Y8-Y13 Prep: 6.00pm – 7.30pm

• Prep runs on Friday 6pm – 7pm

• Homework timetable is provided

• Timings below refer to when prep is set, typically 2 subjects 
per day



Closing the Feedback Loop



Feedback at Gordon’s

How do I know?

What grade am I 

working at?

What are my 

next steps?



Subject and Academic Guide



A.C.E Lessons

What you should expect from all lessons at 
Gordon’s… 

• Assessment for Learning – the feedback loop

• Challenge

• Engagement

• Specialist teachers



Support from home

 Keep in touch with school

 It is better to have an open and constructive conversation 
with school earlier

 Check exercise books for quality of work and marking.

 Regularly discuss school and specific subjects. 

 Encourage prep attendance and discourage over-reliance 
on IT



Support from home

 Promote the importance of literacy. 

 Encourage 30 minutes of private reading each day

 Ensure that revision begins early



• There are no ‘short cuts’ at Gordon’s

• Students who achieve great grades consistently over time:

- work hard (average effort grade below 2.0)

- have high attendance

- prioritise their studies

- stay for prep until 7.30pm

- spend time consolidating knowledge and practising skills

- never give up

A student’s commitment



Reformed GCSE



Reformed GCSE – 9 to 1

• Grade 9 is beyond an A*

• Grade 5 is a strong pass

• Grade 4 is a standard pass



Reformed GCSE

• All subjects are now reformed meaning greater:

• Challenge

• Decision Making

• Critical Thinking

• GCSE’s are more challenging and prepare 
students more thoroughly for A Level and other 
pathways
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Shallow
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Irregular
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Setting Philosophy
Fluid and Competitive

Maths

English

Science

Languages
For all set changes, parents will be informed via a letter 

home.



MFL selection
Year 7

• Students initially put into sets based on language 
aptitude test.

• Students then complete a half term of each language

• February half term

- Students select their preferred language

• Setting, if necessary, based on 6 week performance

• Constant monitoring of student performance



Reporting home



Assessment, Recording & Reporting (ARR)

• Gordon’s ARR Philosophy

- Little & Often

- Conversation is better than written dialogue

- Teacher’s judgement is valued

• Three reports per year providing increasingly comprehensive 
information
– EG 

– EG & Progress Indicator

– EG, Progress Indicator & WG (-1 up to 9+)

• Pastoral comments included in the End of Year Report (Tutor, HoH & Personal 
Statement)



Fairer effort grade reporting

Five things that 
all students 
regardless of 
ability can do. 

Effort should 
not be based on 
attainment or 
an attainment 
gap



Effort Grades

1 = Outstanding

2 = Very Good

3 = Good but occasionally inconsistent

4 = Cause for concern

5 = Unacceptable
Typical Year Group Effort grade profile

• Top 25% = Below 1.5

• Middle 50% = 1.5 to 2.0

• Bottom 25% = Above 2.0 



Effort is king

• Bottom 20 Y11s for effort last year 

• Average effort grade 2.47

• Mostly 6s with some 5s

• Top 20 Y11s

• Average effort grade 1.3

• Mostly 8s and 7s



• Academic profile in Y7, 82nd

• Average effort grade: in Y11, 1.0 (1st

out of 121)

How well did he do?

• GCSEs: 5A*s, 2As, 2Bs

• Average effort grade: in Y13, 1.1 
(=3rd out 116)

How well did he do?

• A Level grades: 3A*s 

Exceeding Expectations



• Academic profile in Y7, 112th

• Average effort grade: in Y11, 1.65 
(top half)

How well did she do?

• GCSEs: 3A*s, 5As, 2Cs

• Average effort grade: in Y13, 1.25 
(top 25%)

How well did she do?

• A Level grades: A*, A, B 

Exceeding Expectations



Reporting key skills – Next Steps

Teachers provide feedback via +/-



Thinking Ladder



Key Dates

• Year 7 Parents’ Evening – Thursday 30th April 
2020

• First Progress Report sent home w/b 11th

November 2019



GSPA
Ram Banga



GSPA AGM

5th October
10 - 11am 

Christmas Fair

30th November 
11am – 3pm 

Whitehall Marching

18th January
Dep: 9:25am
Arr: 12:30pm  

Gordon’s Supper

25th January
7pm - midnight 

A Question of Sport Quiz Night

13th March
7 – 11pm

GSPA Fun Day

6th June
11am – 3pm  

Summer Dance Party

27th June
7pm - midnight  



TOTAL £22,770.00



Final Word
Mr Moss



Balance

• Modern ideas Traditional values

• Challenge Support

• Academic Non-academic 

• Affability Intensity



Thank you listening

• Concerns. In the first instance:
– Pastoral concerns to Houses

– Academic concerns to Head of Key Stage or, if 
subject specific, Head of Department / subject 
teacher.

• Please join us for refreshments in the Dining 
Hall.
– Exit left and right



Useful email address

Mr Moss – Head Teacher
head@gordons.school

Mr Pavis – Deputy Head Pastoral
rpavis@gordons.school

Mr Reeve – Deputy Head Curriculum
areeve@gordons.school

Mrs Phillips – Head of Learning Support
vphillips@gordons.school

Ms Holmes – Director of Co-Curricular 
Activities
cholmes@gordons.school

Mr Lewis – Head of Key Stage 3 (Y7-9)
clewis@gordons.school

Mr Grace – Head of Key Stage 4 (Y10-11)
agrace@gordons.school
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