
Positively MAD

Welcome Wonderful Students











…it really is!





when validating sources

WHO do you think you are?

should I  l isten to you?WHY

WHAT are you trying to tel l  me?

did you get your information?WHERE

WHEN was this reported?

sassyGet





PUPILS



BBC News



F I N I S H



Leonardo Da Vinci 
Leonardo Da Vinci is one of history’s most renowned artists. His name may sound familiar from his art or from the film 
'the Da Vinci Code' based on one of his paintings, however 'Da Vinci' could mean anyone from the town of Vinci as 
that's what it means Leonardo from the town of Vinci. 
 
Leonardo was born on the fifteenth of April 1452. His mother was called Caterina and it is believed she worked in the 
house of his father. Leonardo was born out of wed lock so had very few options available to him. He did not receive a 
proper education because of this. 
 
Most of his works are unfinished, due mainly to his approach. He followed a very scientific method to his art. He would 
study a subject, sometimes for months to get it exactly right. He would observe, then make notes then re-evaluate 
before starting his piece. If he was studying a plant he would first need to understand its genetics and how it lived before 
starting his piece. This meant he would find a new project and be motivated and inspired and leave the project he was 
working on. He would take the money for the projects even though he did not finish them. This came back to haunt him 
in Milan when a court ordered him to finish a painting he started 20 years earlier.  
 
The Mona Lisa has always caused discussion as to whether she is smiling or sad. During their sittings Leonardo would 
have musicians playing and joking while he painted so she didn't get bored. Although her husband commissioned the 
painting he never got it as Leonardo carried it around for 15 years as it was 'unfinished'. He was commissioned by the 
Pope to paint but after 7 months he had done no painting but had created a varnish from herbs! 
 
He was the first man in the world to make a mechanical toy that moved independently. It was a lion which he made for 
the King of France. He also did a lot of studying of the human body. Due to his scientific interest he even went into 
dissection and was the first person to study each organ individually. Whilst doing this he was the first man to discover 
the heart works like a muscle. 
 
The Last Supper is one of his most famous paintings. The film The Da Vinci Code is based around this painting. He 
didn't use water paints on wet plaster to paint like other artists he used his own recipe of oil based paints which did 
mean the painting started to deteriorate. He would paint for 3-4 days without eating, drinking or sleeping then just stare 
at it for days. After 3 years of painting it a friar complained that it was taking him too long. Leonardo explained that he 
had been studying low lifes for weeks to find the right face for Judas but the friar’s face seemed to fit! 





Romeo & Juliet

Opening of story we meet characters: Romeo and Juliet. We also find out where the story is 

set: Verona in Italy. 

Every great story has a dilemma; the point of the story, which here is love. The problem in 

R&J is that they will never be allowed to be together as their families are enemies. Their 

feelings are that they want to get married no matter what.

The 1st part of the story is very exciting because there is lots of fighting and blood! There is 

also a great deal of suspense because Romeo’s best friend is killed by Juliet’s cousin. 

The teaser is that we don’t know if Romeo is going to take revenge and kill someone in 

Juliet’s family. The big mistake is that Romeo let’s his anger run away with him and kills 

Juliet’s cousin and is banished from the city.

In the 2nd part of the story the main event is that Juliet is distraught so she goes to the Friar 

for help, he gives her a special potion so that she can fake her own death and escape to 

be with Romeo. Then it all gets very exciting because Romeo actually thinks that Juliet is 

dead and so he poisons himself. There is often a big brave hero in a story and in a way it 

this story’s hero is Juliet because she loves Romeo sooooo much she stabs herself so 

she can be with him in heaven.

Every great story has a resolution and here we can see that Romeo and Juliet’s families are 

so moved by the love and death of these teenagers that they end the war between 

themselves and promise to be friends. Shakespeare loved to have a moral to his stories 

and here it is that true love conquers all and that we should learn to forgive and forget.  
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S K I M QUESTION

?
READ REMEMBER REVIEW

Overall 
impression

Who? 
Where? 
What? 
Why? 
When?

In a focused 
and speedy 

way

Test your 
memory

Read again 
and take 

notes 

RECALL RECITE

How much 
can you 

remember 
now?

Speak and 
master! 



Mind Mapping
The Powerful Brain-Friendly 

Thinking Tool



Romeo and Juliet 

Mind Map Here!!!



How to Mind Map



• Page is landscape

• Central image (FOCUS)

• Sub-topics (BLOOM)

• Detail (FLOW)

• All lines are connected

• One word/picture per branch

• Use colour

Mind Mapping



Landscape
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When to use it?
• Making notes in class

• Revising for exams

• Planning for projects

• Brainstorming ideas

• Prioritising tasks

• Arranging a party















Imagination is more 

important than knowledge.

(Albert Einstein)
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Mind Mapping using 
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Mind Mapping in Business
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Let’s recap
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ACTION



Our range of Secondary Programmes:

• Super Speed Study Skills

• Exam Busters

• Goal Mapping

• Mastering Student Motivation

• The 6S SUCCESS Programme



positivelymad.com

For details on all of this…

and lots of interesting stuff.




